
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US 
AND EUROPEAND EUROPE

 In In thethe US US thethe proportion ofproportion of patients patients treatedtreated in in privateprivate practice practice isis
higherhigher

 OffOff--LabelLabel use use isis possiblepossible
 All All threethree novelnovel agents (agents (ThalThal, Bort, , Bort, LenLen) are ) are approvedapproved
 HighHigh--dosedose DexamethasoneDexamethasone isis consideredconsidered a standard for a standard for bothboth

newlynewly diagnoseddiagnosed patients patients andand relapsedrelapsed//refractoryrefractory MMMM
 IV IV therapytherapy isis lessless a a limitinglimiting factorfactor thanthan in Europein Europe



EUROPEEUROPE

 Most patients are Most patients are treatedtreated in public in public hospitalshospitals
 Proportion Proportion ofof newlynewly diagnoseddiagnosed patients patients includedincluded intointo clinicalclinical

trials trials isis currentlycurrently higherhigher
 CooperativeCooperative group are group are wellwell organizedorganized (IFM, MRC, PETHEMA, (IFM, MRC, PETHEMA, 

HOVON, HOVON, ItalianItalian, , NordelNordel ……))
 OffOff--labellabel use use isis notnot allowedallowed in in manymany countriescountries
 Thalidomide Thalidomide isis notnot yetyet registeredregistered andand LenalidomideLenalidomide hashas justjust beenbeen

approvedapproved
 DexamethasoneDexamethasone alonealone isis notnot consideredconsidered a standarda standard
 ASCT ASCT isis stillstill thethe standard standard ofof care for care for youngeryounger patientspatients
 CostCost isis a a seriousserious concernconcern
 EvaluatingEvaluating a a combinationcombination ofof twotwo non non licensedlicensed drugsdrugs isis uneasyuneasy



CurrentCurrent strategiesstrategies in Europein Europe
YoungerYounger PatientsPatients

 ASCT ASCT isis stillstill consideredconsidered thethe standard standard ofof carecare

 CooperativeCooperative group are group are evaluatingevaluating novelnovel agents in agents in 
addition to ASCTaddition to ASCT

-- Prior to ASCT (Prior to ASCT (ThalThal, BTZ), BTZ)
-- As maintenance (As maintenance (ThalThal, BTZ, , BTZ, RevRev))



OLDER PATIENTSOLDER PATIENTS

MPT MPT isis consideredconsidered thethe standard standard ofof care but care but isis notnot
yetyet widelywidely usedused due to due to practicalpractical reasonsreasons
(registration, (registration, costcost ……))

MPV vs MP MPV vs MP recentlyrecently completedcompleted
MPR vs MPMPR vs MP
OtherOther combinationcombination to to bebe testedtested (for instance LD (for instance LD 

DEX/RV vs MP)DEX/RV vs MP)



RELAPSED PATIENT RELAPSED PATIENT 

 NO standard NO standard ofof carecare
 Revlimid Revlimid currentlycurrently usedused as 3rd as 3rd lineline afterafter

ThaTha/BTZ /BTZ failurefailure (or adverse (or adverse eventevent))
 ThalThal andand BTZ BTZ usedused mostlymostly in in combinationcombination ((atat

leastleast withwith DexDex))
 LimitedLimited numbernumber ofof referencereference centerscenters participateparticipate

in Phase I / II trialsin Phase I / II trials
 Large Large numbernumber ofof centerscenters participateparticipate in in 

corporatecorporate--expressedexpressed Phase III trialsPhase III trials


